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EDITOR’S NOTES 

Deadline for the next issue, which covers 
September/October, is Friday 19th August. 

GARDENING GROUP NEWS  
As we have an important event in our annual 
calendar coming up shortly, so we are starting 
this issue with our Gardening Group News. 

As usual, the gardeners have been very busy in 
all the areas fighting to keep the weeds down 
and keeping the flower beds looking at their best. 
Four large new flowerpots have arrived and are 
now in the park and planted up.  We are very 
pleased with them, as are residents and visitors 
alike as they have also said how much they like 
them. There is still some planting to be done but 
that is in hand and should be done in the next 
few days, in time for “Afternoon Tea in the Park” 
on Sunday 17th of July. The date and times are 
on the following poster.  

We will have the usual stalls, tombolas one for 
adults and one for the children, a raffle, win a 
teddy stall, cards, plants and of course the all  
important teas, coffees, and cakes stall! 

Music will be playing throughout the afternoon. 

As usual, we would be very grateful for any 
tombola/ raffle prizes. If you do, could these be 
donated by Friday July 15th, if possible. 
If you would like to do some baking for the stall 
the ‘tea ladies’ have asked if it could be delivered 
by 1pm on the day. See the poster or have a chat 
with any of the gardening group for any more 
information. 

The Garden Competition will be judged nearer 
the end of July. As usual the winners will be 
posted in Spittal shop.  

Once again thank you for your support and your 
positive comments. The gardeners work very 
hard to make Spittal look great and it’s very much 
appreciated when we get your good  and positive 
feedback. 

Good luck with your own gardening this year. 

Mau Watkins 
Chair, Spittal Gardening Group 
07748076527 
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NEWS FROM THE TRUST 

We held our AGM back in April, at which two 
Trust members decided to retire. One of whom 
was one of the Trust’s founding members, Hazel 
Bettison. Hazel has asked that we include the 
following letter from her. 

Dear All Committee Members, 

It is with regret that from being a founder member 
of the Spittal Improvement Trust since 1997, that 
I’m having to step down. This is due to health and 
family matters but I will always have brilliant 
memories, we have as a Trust, made along the 
way. 

From one of our first projects giving everyone in 
the village after raising funds, window boxes, 
bulbs, and brackets to brighten up the village. 
Now look at what the gardening group have 
achieved, it’s simply amazing. 

I’ve enjoyed the many events we have held over 
the years, the countless Spittal Gala’s, the 
Christmas Events, with stalls, reindeer and once 
camels, and the Seaside Festivals. The Golden 
Jubilee Street Party, now leading up to our 
Queens Platinum Jubilee. Plus many other 
fundraisers. 

We have had good weather and boy have we 
had some bad weather, but year in year out we 
dried ourselves out and got on with the next 
event. Putting up the Christmas lights with Martin 
Warner, for, as he said, seventeen years was 
always a laugh, it’s amazing what we saw from 
up a lamppost! 

Our kids and now our grandkids , have known no 
different, in having to come and help out or come 
and find us if they needed anything, getting fed 
eventually when we had cleared away and 
packed up after a weekend. We have dressed up 
in many a fine costume to get into the spirit of the 
event, whilst making fancy dress costumes for 
the kids as well. It always made me feel proud 
how we as a team managed to bring not just the 
people of the village but families from far and 
wide together to enjoy our events. 

The biggest thing of all has been the 
comradeship of working and the making of 
friendships along the way.  

I’m going to miss being on the committee, 
although I will always come and help at events , 
anytime you need me. I wish the new committee 
all the very best for the future. 

It’s been an honour and a privilege to have 
worked with so many nice people over the past 
25 years. 

Love to all, Haze. 
 

The second retiree is Tommy Wilson. Although 
Tommy did not live in Spittal, he was co-opted on 
by the first Trust Chairman, Scot Weightman, to 
be our Treasurer. Tommy diligently fulfilled his 
post for 21 years and has earned his retirement. 

We recently also lost another one of the Trust’s 
founding members. Gillian Hunter, who was our 
first Secretary, and was with the Trust for many 
years. She was diagnosed with lung cancer back 
in January and lost her battle with this last month. 

THE BERWICK  
AND DISTRICT  
CANCER SUPORT  
GROUP  

Now celebrating  
30 years of  
community service. 

The Berwick and District Cancer Support Group, 

commonly known as Berwick Cancer Cars, was 

founded in 1992 by two women from Spittal who 

were having difficulty accessing their cancer 

treatment in hospitals over 60 miles away. With 

exceptional organisation the group grew rapidly 

and received charitable status in 1994. From 

having one car, the charity now has six and has 

grown to be one of the finest examples of a 

community-based charity in the country. 

Through the generosity of our supporters, we 

can offer free transport for those with a cancer 

diagnosis from Berwick and the surrounding 

areas (about 20 miles to the west and 25 miles 

to the south of the main town) to attend their 

appointments.  

Over the years the need for the charity has sadly 
not diminished and as we have grown, so has 
the call on our resources. We are entirely run by 
volunteers including a group of Trustees who 
take care of strategy and planning, a volunteers 
committee who take care of day-to-day 
management and plan the fundraising, the 
coordinators book the journey’s, and in the 
frontline are the drivers. 

All of this is funded by the efforts of the local 
community, through specific events organised by 
us, events by other groups and donations.  The 
cars cost about £6,000 per month to keep 
running, and in April alone they covered 10,441 
miles.  Fundraising is ever needed. Covid 
reduced the number of events we could hold but 
we are now back on track and will be publicising 
a number in the coming months, including the 
legendary ceilidh!  
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Covid 19 had a huge impact on everyone. For us 
it increased the journeys and frequency because 
prior to March 2020 we could have up to 3 
patients in the car but during the pandemic years 
we had to limit transport to one patient and one 
driver per car. Because of the ever-changing 
nature of cancer treatment, we find patients are 
expected to go further afield for more specialist 
treatment which has led us to improve our fleet 
of cars to meet the need.   

Future plans include the development of a 
permanent home for our cars, currently parked 
outside Asda, and the offer of more support 
services. Economic changes caused by recent 
world events have slowed this down, but it will 
happen.  

We are always looking for volunteers to join us, 
so if you think that could be you, look at our 
website  https://berwickcancersupport.co.uk/ . 
For current updates you can find us on Facebook 
and Instagram. 

To book our services call 07780 795244 and a 
coordinator will be happy to help you. 

Cllr. Paul Jackson 

Acting Chair, Berwick and District Cancer 
Support Group 

CALLING ALL  CRAFTERS! 

 

Spittal Improvement Trust are proposing to make 
a ‘WELCOME TO SPITTAL’ sign on the Dock 
Road on the patch of grass next to the Lifeboat 
Station.   

The structure would be built from bricks found on 
Spittal beach, many of which have the 
maker's names on them, which will be on display 
at the back of the structure.  The front will consist 
of a mosaic of pottery pieces found on the beach. 

Would you be interested in being part of a small 
group designing and facilitating the creation?  

If so please contact Irene (07742 937918), or 
Raine (01289 298269), to find out more. 

Later on, everyone will be invited to add a 
piece of mosaic, either from our collection of old  

pieces, or that they have found themselves.  

 

NORTHUMBERLAND & BORDERS 
CONCERT BAND 

‘At practice’ 

WHO WE ARE: 

50 years ago Berwick upon Tweed had a large 
Youth Symphony Orchestra. Today, you would 
find it difficult to form a quartet. Non-pop genre 
music. Berwick is in a terminal condition. 
As cuts in music education take their toll the 
potential of anything other than large cities to 
support concert bands and orchestras is 
diminishing. For large ensembles to perform 
players need to be increasingly recruited from 
across a wide area and rehearsals adapted to 
suit the needs of players.   

Northumberland and Borders Concert Band was 
formed in 2020 by Nick Elwood to effect change.  

We are compiling a database of musicians from 
Edinburgh to Newcastle which will help connect, 
support, inspire, facilitate, and enhance non-pop 
genre music throughout the area. 
We are an ‘occasional’ concert band which 
means we do not rehearse regularly but come 
together for specific concerts.  
We are building alliances with other musical 
groups, schools, teachers, and local leaders to 
combat the demise of our art.  
We want musicians to join us. It doesn’t matter 
whether you are in the wind or string department 
or if you play percussion or piano.  
We are growing and want you to add your fire 
and passion to ours.  

What to do now? 
If you play a concert band instrument, play 
strings, sing, or teach and wish to join us, go to 
our website at https://nbcb.co.uk/ and click on 
the ‘More v’ button and then click ‘Contact us’. 
We will add you to our database. No information 
is given to third parties. 

Together we will be heard! 

Alternatively you can contact us by phone: 
HOME: 01890 820605 
MOBILE: 07970 738952 

https://berwickcancersupport.co.uk/
https://nbcb.co.uk/
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A VIEW FROM 
THE PROM 

The holiday season is 
with us once again and 
car parking adjacent to, 
and sometimes on, the 
Prom has again become 

an issue. It beggars’ belief that people seem to 
think that it is okay to park their cars against the 
Prom wall so that pedestrians have to walk out 
into the roadway to get past it. Below is a case in 
point.  

Just in front of the white 
car, there is a blind 
corner to the right 
leading onto Main 
Street. Some cars 
coming from Main 
Street approach this at 
speed. If someone with 
a child in a buggy or with 
a disability wheelchair 
was on the road at that 
time they would not 

stand a chance. The parking wardens have 
every right to give them a ticket. In fact it should 
be doubled! Beachcomber 

 

As so many of us in the churches are currently in 
the midst of having Covid at the time of writing, I 
am very struck by how differently we are 
experiencing the same thing. Each person I am 
contact with has varying symptoms, different 
levels of impact, and shifting emotional 
responses to it day by day. For myself, it has 
been surprising symptoms, not at all what I 
expected, or even like what my husband Chris is 
experiencing alongside me. Today I still tested 
positive – though last night I was able to smell 
the faint aroma of some flowers which was 
encouraging. It reminds me that as humans what 
we experience is often shared, but with very 
different intensity, dependent on so many varied 
factors of our lives and stories to date. What one 
person can carry and manage may be so 
different to our own situation and capacity. 
Comparison is odious – though understandable 
– we usually come off worse – either by denying 
the true impact of our struggles, or by expecting 
others to cope in the way we do, and thus 
becoming judgmental. What I have really 

appreciated is the care, concern, and practical 
help the church family is offering to another in 
these days. I am very grateful to those who have 
agreed to step in and lead our gathered worship, 
in the absence of clergy. This is church at its 
best; each one offering to use their gifts to serve 
one another. This is what we are called to be – 
regardless of age. Another area where the same 
word may have very different reality is in the idea 
of being busy. I am often told that people don’t 
bother me because I must be so busy. It is a 
word I have come to hate in ministry! I am here 
to be available to you for pastoral care, prayer, 
and support. That is at the heart of the person I 
am, the gifts God has given me, and the ministry 
to which I am called here in the Benefice. Please 
do not ever feel that you should not be ‘bothering’ 
me, regardless of your situation. I have no 
greater privilege as your Vicar than to be praying 
for you, and helping you to grow in following 
Jesus; the joys, sorrows, doubts and fears. It 
always helps when I know how to pray for you. 
Although so limited in the first 2 years here due 
to Covid restrictions, I am, God willing, much 
more able to spend time with you. Please feel 
very free to ask for my time……. I am not too 
busy to have time for you. Psalm 31:15 is a 
precious verse for me: I trust in you Lord, I say, 
“You are My God” My times are in your hands. 
This encouragement helps me daily to know the 
presence of God in all things, and to surrender to 
what I am called to. I am also conscious of the 
Ecclesiastes 3 poem that there is time for all 
human experiences. May we always be people 
who give time, encouragement, support, and 
love to one another. Rev. Rachel Hudson. 

And finally....  

An English man on his summer holiday in the 
USA, asked an American Indian what his wife’s 
name was. 

He replied, "She called Five Horses". 

The English man said, "That's an unusual name 
for your wife. What does it mean?" 

The Old Indian answered, "It old Indian Name. 
It mean .. . .. 
. . . NAG, NAG, NAG, NAG, NAG!" 

SIT Contacts: 
Chair: Mau Watkins – 01289 308813  
                                      mrswatkins2@hotmail.co.uk 
Secretary: Mike Greener – 07752 403409                   
                                          mike@spittalisgreat.co.uk  
Website: www.spittalisgreat.co.uk 

Follow us on 
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