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EDITORIAL 

Just a reminder again that if you have family, 
friends or you may know of someone else who 
would like to receive a copy of The Point, then 
please let us know as we can add them to our 
emailing list. Please note that we do not accept 
commercial adverts for The Point. Our next issue 
is our 100th, the first was for the summer of 2004. 

Deadline for the next issue, which covers 
April and May, is Friday 18th March. 
 

 

SPITTAL IMPROVEMENT 
TRUST 

NOTICE OF AGM 
 

To be held at 7pm on 

TUESDAY 19TH APRIL 
in SPITTAL BOWLING CLUB 

Please contact the Secretary by 12th 
April if you wish to join the committee. 

 

 

NEWS FROM THE TRUST 

We had our first full committee meeting since the 
start of pandemic last month but as it was before 
the proposed relaxing of the full Covid rules so 
we were notable to plan too far ahead. As you 
can see above, we did fix the date of our AGM. 
We have some interesting times ahead with the 
prospect of having our own Community Centre 
so we will need a strong, committed Committee 
to see us into this big step forward for the Trust. 
Our constitution states that all members of the 
present Committee have to stand down at the 
end of the AGM but can offer to be re-elected if 
they so wish. The constitution allows us to have 
a maximum of 12 full committee members and 
up to 5 co-opted members. A full Committee 
member must reside in Lower Spittal. To be 
considered for the full Committee please let me 
know by email at mikegreener84@gmail.com, or 
by posting a note through 84 Main Street, Spittal, 
no later than Tuesday 12th April. If there are more 
than 12 applicants, including existing Committee 
members, the final 12 will be chosen by a vote at 
the AGM.   

 

The above is the first of our Spring Highlights 
performances and it is performed by Melanie 
Gall who is travelling specifically to the UK from 
Alberta in Canada for this NE tour of ‘Stitch in 
Time: A Knitting Cabaret’. It will be a delightful 
evening of needlepoint and music with a 
scintillating selection of the lost knitting songs of 
WWI and WWII from Canada, Britain, America, 
and France. Audiences are encouraged to bring 
their own knitting (or crochet) and stitch along to 
these funny, poignant, toe-tapping, needle-
clicking tunes. During the two World Wars, 
millions of women knit for the soldiers. Popular 
music often reflected the trends of the time, and 
mere days after the first bullet was fired, dozens 
of knitting-themed songs started to appear. 
These songs ranged from ballads, heartfelt and 
sentimental, to propaganda songs (usually 
marches, to encourage the sentiment that 
knitting was a Homefront type of soldiering), to 
novelty tunes (a humourous, tongue-in-cheek 
look at the wartime knitting craze). 

After the Wars these songs were essentially lost, 
and this concert is the first time that many of 
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them have been performed in 100 years. Some 
of the songs were very close to disappearing 
forever and this music, a clever, sweet, and 
entertaining footnote in history, has now been 
preserved and given a chance to live again. It 
features over a dozen historic songs, including 
‘More Power to Your Knitting, Nell!’, ‘The Knitting 
Itch’ and ‘Knocking at the Knitting Club’. 

Feel free to bring your knitting (or crochet) and 
stitch along to these funny, poignant, toe-
tapping, needle-clicking tunes. Come out and 
have a ball! 

Our second Spring performance from Highlights 
is ‘Mambo Jambo’ on Monday 2nd May. The 
poster is towards the end of this newsletter, 
further information about this show will be given 
in the next edition of the newsletter.   
Mike Greener – Secretary SIT 

GARDENING  
GROUP NEWS  

Despite the dreadful  
winds and weather  
warnings it's a joy to 
see the spring flowers 
showing through. They 
do lift the spirits and help us hope for a calmer 
Spring. After their Winter break the gardeners 
will soon be out in force getting the areas around 
the village looking as good as ever. 

We have arranged the Gardening Group Coffee 
Morning in Spittal Bowling Club on Saturday 
2nd April from 10am till 12pm. There will be the 
usual teas, coffees and home bakes and a raffle, 
an Easter Egg tombola, and a small ordinary 
tombola. We look forward to seeing you all there. 
As usual we would be very pleased for any raffle 
or tombola donations. Thank you. 

‘Tea in the Park’ will be going ahead as usual on 
July 17th from 2pm to 5pm. More of that later. We 
hope to have a Jubilee theme so any ideas 
please pass them on to any of the gardeners. We 
are also planning to plant some trees for the 
Queen's Jubilee but again more of that later as 
this will need permissions from various bodies. 

We intend  to have the Floral competition again 
this year. Judging will be in July with gift tokens 
presented to the winner of best residential 
garden and best retail premises. Runners up will 
receive certificates. All of your gardens looked 
beautiful last year and we are looking forward to 
judging them again this year.  

Happy Gardening. 

Mau Watkins 
Chair Spittal Gardening Group 
07748076527 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The success of the 'Secret Spittal' books has 
spawned another historical project. During the 
research for the books it became apparent that 
the alleyways in Spittal village are known by a 
variety of differing names. It depends on what 
generation you are speaking to. 

We pledged that the profit from the sale of the 
books goes towards heritage projects within the 
village. Once the names of the alleyways have 
been agreed upon, the project will entail putting 
the name plates up at each end. This will prevent 
the names of the alleys being lost completely. If 
there are several names for each alley, then 
these will be shown on a plaque. 

If you can recall the names of the alleys shown 
on the poster, then please let us know. Details of 
how to do this are on the poster. You can also 
see this as a post on our Facebook page at: 
https://www.facebook.com/spittalisgreat.  
You  can also add to the comments there as well.  

Thanks.  

 

 

 

ST JOHN’S CHURCH 

The aim of the Gardening Club at St John’s 
is to make the church gardens as attractive as 
possible for locals and visitors to come in and 
enjoy. We also try to “keep up to scratch” for the 
wonderful Spittal Gardening Group!  

https://www.facebook.com/spittalisgreat
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We now urgently need more volunteer help. Our 
friendly Gardening Group meets every Thursday 
morning and we bring along our own tools and 
tea. If you feel you could offer some help please 
contact Mary Higginson at the following email 
address maryhigginson@googlemail.com or call 
her on 07584676525. 

At the time of writing it appears that the lifting of 
all the Covid restrictions we have faced for so 
long is being considered by the Government. For 
some this brings huge relief and for others more 
fear. We cannot insist that masks are worn any 
longer, or the need to sit in a socially distanced 
way, though our care for one another suggests 
we must be sensitive to others needs. In our 
churches we intend to provide a dedicated space 
towards the back for those who do not wish to be 
free to sing without masks, and ask that you take 
personal responsibility for where you sit. If you 
are longing and ready to sing without a mask, 
please do sit closer to the front. As we learn to 
adapt and live with Covid I am sure we will each 
be wise as to whether we might have any 
symptoms that need us to stay away on any 
given week. As we continue to rebuild our church 
fellowships post lockdowns we will offer 
refreshments in the buildings once again for 
those who welcome this.  

It is a delight to let you know that the church is 
back in the building at Tweedmouth. It is also a 
delight to share the news that Tweedmouth 
church's east stained-glass window has now 
been fully restored, and the new sound and 
vision system is in place and ready for use. 

Every blessing 
Rev Rachel Hudson 
Vicar of Scremerston, Spittal & Tweedmouth. 

BERWICK 
COASTWATCH 

Berwick Coastwatch  
is an independent 
organization run entirely 
by volunteers who give  
up a few hours a week  
to keep visual watch over all coastal areas 
around the bays and beaches of Berwick Upon 
Tweed. We also keep a listening watch 
on the VHF marine distress channel 16 and 
liaise with the Humber Coastguard Operations 
Centre. 
Based at the old coastguard tower at Magdalene 
Fields, we provide advice and information to 
visitors using the beaches and walking the coast 
path. We also carry out mobile patrols, who will 
visually check for signs of further cliff erosion, 
checking any safety equipment is useable and 

periodically pick up the ever-increasing amounts 
of plastic rubbish found on the beaches. 

Other environmental activities also include 
monitoring  and data collection for the 
Northumberland Inshore Fisheries and  
Conservation Authority, and also watching for 
and reporting Cetacean activity to the Sea Watch 
Foundation. 

Berwick Coastwatch is a member of the Sea 
Safety Group which is an association of 
independent Coastwatch stations and provides 
representation for the member stations at 
national level. We are also members of the Civil 
Defence Association. 

All funds raised by Berwick Coastwatch are used 
to maintain and equip the lookout tower and to 
provide a service to the local community. 

If you enjoy being by the sea, like meeting people 
and can spare a few hours a month, you may 
want to join us!  No prior experience is necessary 
and relevant training will be provided to enable 
you to become an effective Watchkeeper.  

If you want to find out more, you can get in touch 
using the contact form on our website 
www.berwickcoastwatch.weebly.com or speak 
to one of our volunteers at the tower. 

Nick Allmark 
Berwick Coastwatch Training Officer  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See the enclosed insert for more details about 
Scott’s book and his connection with Sri Lanka. 

mailto:maryhigginson@googlemail.com
http://www.berwickcoastwatch.weebly.com/
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FROM BERWICK LIBRARY 

 

Local authors Jessie Greengrass and Christie J 
Newport will be having a discussion with 
interviewer Jackie Kaines-Lang at Berwick 
Library on Tuesday 15 March at 1pm. This will 
be a brilliant opportunity to gain an insight into 
the life of an author and about what inspires 
them. Please feel free to bring along your lunch 
as you listen to our authors in conversation and 
have the chance to ask them your own 
questions. 

Jessie Greengrass lives in Berwick and is the 
author of three books ‘An Account of the Decline 
of the Great Auk’, ‘According to One Who Saw 
It’, ‘Sight and The High House’.  The High House 
was published in 2021 and was shortlisted for the 
Costa Best Novel Award. 

The High House - "Crisis slid from distant threat 
to imminent probability and we tuned it out like 
static. Francesca is Caro’s stepmother and 
Pauly’s mother. A scientist, she can see what is 
going to happen. The high house was once her 
holiday home, now looked after by locals Grandy 
and Sally, she has turned it into an ark, for when 
the time comes. The mill powers the generator, 
the orchard is carefully pruned, the greenhouse 
has all its glass intact. Almost a family, but not 
quite, they plant, store seed, and watch the 
weather carefully."  Why not borrow a Jessie 
Greengrass book beforehand from our local 
library or BorrowBox.  

Christie J Newport is a rising author with two 
books due out. ‘Branded’ (which is a working 
title) is due out in the Autumn and ‘Whittingham’, 
which currently does not have a release date. 
Christie won the inaugural Joffe Books Prize for 
Crime Writers of Colour. 

You cab book a free ticket for this event at: 
https://bit.ly/3HfRa9P. 

There will also be a display of books in Berwick 
Library championing local authors available from 
Monday 14 March- Saturday 19 March. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And finally.... 

Sherlock Holmes and Dr Watson go on a 
camping trip, set up their tent, and fall asleep. 
Some hours later, Holmes wakes his faithful 
friend. 

'Watson, look up at the sky and tell me what 
you see.' 

Watson replies, 'I see millions of stars.' 

'What does that tell you?' 

Watson ponders for a minute. 

'Astronomically speaking, it tells me that there 
are millions of galaxies and potentially 
billions of planets. Astrologically, it tells me that 
Saturn is in Leo. Time wise, it appears to be 
approximately a quarter past three. 
Theologically, it's evident the Lord is all-
powerful and we are small and insignificant. 
Meteorologically, it seems we will have a 
beautiful day tomorrow. What does it tell you? 

Holmes is silent for a moment, then speaks. 

 'Watson, you idiot, someone has stolen our 
tent!’ 

SIT Contacts: 
Chair: Mau Watkins – 01289 308813  
                                      mrswatkins2@hotmail.co.uk 
Secretary: Mike Greener – 07752 403409                   
                                          mike@spittalisgreat.co.uk  
Website: www.spittalisgreat.co.uk 
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