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EDITOR’S NOTES 

Friday 19th November is the deadline for 
any items for the December/January 2022 
issue. 

NEWS FROM THE TRUST 
We had booked four musical performances 
for October and December in the hope that 
we were in the ‘Spittal Community Centre’ in 
time for these, but that hasn’t been the case. 
However, our thanks go to St John’s Church 
who has come to the rescue and kindly 
allowed us to put these on in their church.  

So, first up we have the following:  

Fool’s Gold are Carol and Steve Robson who 
play their live music, story, and multimedia 
shows all over the UK and beyond. This show 
will feature songs old and new, primarily from 
all around the Northeast, revealing their 
fascinating stories of what they are really 
about, with live music, fabulous visuals, and 
the irresistible opportunity to join in!  

The second of our shows is again a duo, The 
Bookshop Band, who come to us as part of 
the Highlight’s Rural Touring Scheme. The 
Bookshop Band are the offspring of an artistic 
love-affair between a duo of folk singer-
songwriters and a multi award-winning 
independent bookshop – Mr B’s Emporium of 
Reading Delights. 

Their writing and performing of songs is 
inspired by hundreds of books and authors 
from Shakespeare to Philip Pullman. 

The December shows can be found further 
inside this issue. As all of these shows are in 
St John’s, the seating is on church pews 
therefore you are welcome to bring along a 
cushion to sit on if required. More information 
about the performances can be found on our 
Facebook page. Tickets are available on our 
website and in the Spittal Foodstore. You can 
also reserve tickets to pay at the door by 
phoning 07752 403409. 

Mike Greener – Secretary SIT 

GARDENING 
GROUP  

‘SPITTAL 
GOLD’ 

As we are part of 
‘Berwick in Bloom’, 
on Wednesday 29th 
September I attended the 2021 ‘Northumbria 
in Bloom’ competition awards ceremony  in 
Gateshead.  ‘Northumbria in Bloom’ runs 
their campaign every year to recognise, 
encourage and reward community groups 
who work together to transform their village, 
town or city through hands on gardening, 
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environmental awareness, and community 
support. Their region runs from Berwick in the 
north, southwest to the border with Cumbria, 
then along the border with North Yorkshire 
and then onto the sea, south of the Tees at 
Staithes. 

As you can see, the competition covers a 
huge area so it was a great achievement for 
Berwick to receive gold medals in every 
entry, which included the award for ‘Best in 
Category’. Berwick also won a ‘Best-in-Class’ 
trophy,  beating Alnwick! More importantly to 
us, Spittal village retained its gold and also 
won best in their category. On Friday 1st 
October, ‘Berwick in Bloom’ had their own  
awards ceremony in the presence of the 
Mayor of Berwick and the Civic Party. 

My thanks go to all of the Gardening Group 
members who are out throughout the year, in 
all weathers, keeping Seafield Park, the Spa 
Well, Middle Street Rose Garden and various 
beds around the village in such good 
condition. I must also thank those of you who 
look after the street beds outside your houses 
and make the effort to keep the village 
looking good with hanging baskets and 
planters outside your homes.  

I have put the trophy in the village shop so 
everyone can see it. The certificate will be 
there too as soon as it’s framed. 
I am delighted with the award and the 
recognition of the effort everyone puts in. The 
award was very well deserved. 

Mau Watkins, Chair  

07748076527 

THE ROSE  
GARDEN 

Spittal Gardening  
Group have restarted  
community gardening  
sessions at the Rose Garden in Middle Street 
on the second Saturday of each month, from 
10.00am to 12.00pm.  

The next one is on November 12th and we 
will be be pruning overgrown bushes in the 
shrubbery, so please bring gloves and 
secators, and planting lots of bulbs, a trovel 
will be handy for this.  You would be very 
welcome, to help with pruning and planting, 
to share your ideas for future improvements 
or just for a cup of tea! 

If you have any queries, please contact me 
on  07530 844362. 

Judith 

 

THE QUEEN’S  
GREEN CANOPY 
IN SPITTAL 
 

 

‘The best time to plant a tree was twenty 
years ago, the second best time is now’.  

(We believe this to be a Chinese proverb)  

A tree chosen and planted with care is a gift 
to future generations. Throughout history 
people have planted trees for practical 
reasons, for fruit, shade or timber, but also to 
mark a special place or commemorate a 
special occasion. 

The Queen’s Green Canopy is a tree planting 
initiative created to mark Her Majesty’s 
Platinum Jubilee in 2022. Individuals, schools 
and community groups across the UK are 
being invited to plant trees from October 
2021, when the tree planting season begins, 
through to the end of the Jubilee year in 
2022. The aim is to create a network of 
individual trees, avenues, copses and 
woodlands, honouring the Queen's 60 years 
of service, a green legacy which will bring 
benefits for people, wildlife and our climate, 
now and for the future.  

Spittal Gardening Group would like to hear 
your ideas about the best place to plant trees 
around Spittal village and the kind of tree 
which might thrive there.  What do you think 
about an avenue of Whitebeam trees along 
East Street, a single Oak tree on the West 
Street green or a copse of Rowan trees at the 
end of the Prom?  Would you like to see 
more Spring blossom or Autumn colour? Can 
you think of a good place for a community 
orchard? 

This is an opportunity for us as a community 
to get involved in ‘Planting a Tree’ for the 
Platinum Jubilee to celebrate the Queen’s 70 
years of service to not only our Nation but the 
whole of the Commonwealth and it’s 2.4 
billion people. 

Please let us have your ideas. You can send 
them to us at 84 Main Street, by email to 
gardening@spittalisgreat.co.uk, or by phone 
to Judith on 07530 844362. 

 

 

mailto:gardening@spittalisgreat.co.uk
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A VIEW FROM 
THE PROM 

There seems to have  
been some complaints of 
late about what is now 
generally known to us as 
‘antisocial behaviour’. 

Antisocial behaviour is defined as 'behaviour 
by a person which causes, or is likely to 
cause, harassment, alarm or distress to 
persons not of the same household as the 
person'. There are three main categories for 
antisocial behaviour, depending on how 
many people are affected: 

• Personal antisocial behaviour is when 
a person targets a specific individual 
or group. 

• Nuisance antisocial behaviour is when 
a person causes trouble, annoyance 
or suffering to a community. 

• Environmental antisocial behaviour is 
when a person’s actions affect the 
wider environment, such as public 
spaces or buildings. 

Under the above main headings, antisocial 
behaviour falls into one of 13 different types. 
Within these, 6 of them are relevant to us. 

These are: 

Vehicle nuisance or inappropriate use: 
This relates to vehicles being used in acts 
such as street cruising (driving up and 
down the street causing annoyance and 
bothering other road users), driving on land 
other than a road. It also covers the misuse 
of go-peds, motorised skateboards, and 
electric-propelled cycles. 

Rowdy or inconsiderate behaviour: This 
refers to general nuisance behaviour in a 
public place or a place to which the public 
have access. It does not include behaviour, 
harassment or public disorder which should 
be reported as crimes. 

Littering or drugs paraphernalia: This 
includes fly posting and discarding litter, 
rubbish, or drugs paraphernalia in any public 
place. 

Animal problems: This covers any situation 
where animals are creating a nuisance or 
people’s behaviour associated with the use of 
animals is deemed as antisocial. It includes 
uncontrolled animals, stray dogs, barking, 
fouling and intimidation by an animal. 

Street drinking: This relates to unlicensed 
drinking in public spaces (e.g. the dunes 

on the riverbank), where the behaviour of the 
persons involved is deemed as antisocial.  

Nuisance noise: This relates to all incidents 
of noise nuisance (e.g. noisy exhaust pipes) 
that do not involve neighbours. 

At some point all of the six above types have 
occurred in our community. 

So, what can we do about it? The obvious 
answer to that is Report It!, and we have two 
ways of doing this, depending on the type of 
nuisance.  

Firstly, by contacting Northumbria Police by 
phoning 101, the police’s non-emergency 
number. You can also contact the police 
online at  https://bit.ly/3lss0xe’. 

Secondly, by contacting the Northumberland 
County Council. This can only be done online 
on their website at https://bit.ly/3lrrXl9. As 
well as reporting nuisance problems with 
NCC, you can also report problems on their 
website such as potholes, streetlights not 
working, fly tipping etc. 

With both of the above ways of reporting, it is 
important that as many people as possible 
report problems with antisocial behaviour. If 
only one person reports it, it is not considered 
as being an incident. If we all report it the 
statistics are higher so they have to do 
something about!  

Beachcomber 

SECRET SPITTAL 

THE BOOK  

The last of our books on 
Spittal was published a 
month ago now and it 
has, like the previous 
issues, been very well received. We have to 
thank Raine and her team for the massive 
effort put in to get this last edition ready to tie 
up with the annual ‘Heritage Open Doors’ 
(HODS) event in September. You can 
purchase all three editions of the book on our 
website. An ideal present for you know what 
in December! 

For the HODS event, the 
Secret Spittal team had 
distributed posters around 
the village to all those 
households taking part, as 
well as putting them up on various walls, 
fences, and lamp posts. There were many 
local people and visitors peering at windows 
for the whole of HODS week. And still are!   

 

https://bit.ly/3lss0xe
https://bit.ly/3lrrXl9
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The boards, which are 
dotted along the lower 
end of the River Tweed, 
Tweedmouth and here 
in Spittal, now have the 
Autumn information on 
them. This trail, which 
is 2.8 miles long, is 
another project devised by Raine through the 
Berwick U3A’s Environmental Group. 

They are delighted that they recently picked 
up a runners-up award in the Coast and 
Countryside category at the ‘LOVE 
Northumberland’ awards in September. They 
said that it was great that Berwick got some 
recognition but it was also interesting to hear 
about all the wonderful projects going on in 
other parts of the county. 

 
Hi, my name is Lena Stephenson and I am 
the children, youth, and family worker for the 
Benefice, and I would like to share with you 
what is on offer with us. 

Teatime church - a place for families to 
worship God together with all age activities, 
Bible story, games, crafts, and food! Every 
Sunday during term time at 4pm at St. 
John’s, Spittal. 

Youth group - a safe space for children 10 
years old and older to explore faith, read and 
discuss Bible story, have some fun and hot 
chocolate. Every Monday at 6pm during term 
time at St. John’s, Spittal. 

Coffee, chat & play - time and space for a 
hot drink, cake, and chat as well as an 
opportunity to have fun with baby/toddler 
activities, nursery rhymes and a story time. 
Come every Tuesday between 9am and 
10:30 am to St. John’s, Spittal!  

Light Party - for children and families (all the 
under 8s should be accompanied by an adult) 
on 30th October 4-6 pm at St. John’s, Spittal. 

Make-your-advent-calendar party - a place 
to create an advent calendar for your family 
on 27th November, place, and timings TBC. 

Please use this as the reminder for prayer 
and come along to help or to participate. You 
are always welcome. If you still have some 
questions please call me on 07479 283706 or 
email me at olena.stephenson@gmail.com. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

We have two performances coming up in 
December. The first of these is through the 
Highlights Rural Touring Scheme. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The second one is on the afternoon of the 
following day and it is our annual Christmas 
performance by the Berwick Concert Band. 

Details for both of these are on our website. 

And finally.... 

“She got her good looks from her father. He's 
a plastic surgeon!” - Groucho Marx. (Ask your 
great grandparents who he was!) 
 

SIT Contacts: 
Chair: Mau Watkins – 01289 308813  
mrswatkins2@hotmail.co.uk 

Secretary: Mike Greener – 07752 403409                   
mike@spittalisgreat.co.uk  

Website: www.spittalisgreat.co.uk 
Follow us on 
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