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HERITAGE OPEN DAYS (HOD’s)
HOD’s is England's largest festival of history
and culture, bringing together over 2,000 local
people and organisations, and thousands
of volunteers. Every year in September, places
across the country throw open their doors to
celebrate their heritage, community and history.
It is our chance to see hidden places and try out
new experiences – and it is all FREE. That was
the case anyway before Covid-19 paid us a visit
and made things more complicated, so this
year’s programme is mainly online. If you go to
the Berwick HOD’s website at:
http://berwickhods.org.uk/programme/, you will
find information about those virtual events that
are taking place in Berwick. You can also follow
it on social media at @hodsberwick.
First off here in Spittal, from Friday 18th to
Sunday 20th September, we have ‘Secret
Spittal’. This is a self-guided ‘Walk Around
Spittal’. You will be able to find out about the
past and present histories, and stories, of some
of the people, properties, and buildings. It may
surprise you to learn that at one time Spittal had
something like 22 shops and 16 pubs! Not all at

the same time but spread out over the last
200yrs. This has been put together with a lot of
hard work by Raine Bryant and a small band of
volunteers. If you are going to take ‘The Walk’,
please remember that current Covid-19
restrictions regarding social distancing will
apply. We have no idea how many people will
come along to find out about our past. Please
remember that people have agreed to put
posters about their property in their windows
and we hope that they do not find it too
intrusive. See http://berwickhods.org.uk/secretspittal-a-walk-around-spittal/ for further info.
During the same weekend, Sandstell Fishing
Shiel will be open on Saturday 19th and Sunday
20th, between 11am and 2pm. Sandstell Shiel is
a Grade II listed building and records of its
existence go back to 1735. It is the only
surviving unmodernised example of this type of
building on the River Tweed. Covid-19
restrictions will be imposed, and we will have to
control the numbers coming into the building.
See http://berwickhods.org.uk/sandstell-fishingshiel/

for further info.

EDITORIAL
A belated thank you to Agnes, Andrea, Jen and
Irene for helping to distribute to newsletter door
to door over the years and in all weathers.
Remember that ‘The Point’ is available on our
Facebook page and a limited number of copies
will be available in the Spittal Shop. You, or
anyone you know that might like to receive a
copy our newsletter, can also have it delivered
into your inbox if you send your email address
to newsletter@spittalisgreat.co.uk
Deadline for the next issue, which covers
October/November, Monday 28th September.

GARDENING GROUP NEWS
We would like to thank you all for the lovely
doorstep gardens around the village this year.
They were a real pleasure to judge. Below is
the list of the awards.

considerable progress and more news on this
very interesting and worthwhile project.
The village gardens are looking great despite
the strong winds we have been having. Many
thanks to all the gardeners, you are doing a
wonderful job. We would welcome anyone who
would like to join us. Contact anyone in the
group or give me a ring and I will pass it on.
Happy Gardening.
Mau Watkins
Chair ,Spittal Gardening Group
07748076527

THE ROSE GARDEN
Last October, eighteen
gardeners of all ages took
part in a workday at the Rose Garden in Middle
Street,
digging
out
brambles,
pruning
overgrown shrubs and planting bulbs. Regular
Saturday sessions continued once a month
over the winter, with refreshments provided in
St Paul’s Church Hall across the road. We had
looked forward to warm spring weather bringing
out more gardeners again but in the end our
plans for an Easter family gardening day had to
be shelved, once again due to Covid-19.
Over the summer a few members of the
Gardening Group have been working on
Wednesday mornings, looking after the rose
beds, and gradually continuing the restoration
of the shrubbery. There is plenty of space for
social distancing and in fact it is quite easy to
lose sight of your fellow gardeners among the
shrubs! On the Middle Street side, it is now
easier to see what we are working towards well spaced shrubs, pruned to encourage
flowering while leaving light and air in between.
However, the West Street residents have so far
seen less improvement. Thank you to all those
residents who have stopped to make
encouraging comments. Your support is much
appreciated.

At last, we are able to make a start on the
Billendean/West Street bed and within the next
weeks the gardeners plan to clear the site. Alan
Hume has kindly agreed to erect the new fence
after which the main work can commence. By
the next issue of the Point there should be

We will be holding another all age gardening
session on Saturday October 3rd, from 10.00 to
12.00. There Is still pruning and clearing to do
but we’ll also have lots of bulbs to plant,
including hundreds of daffodils for the clearings
among the shrubs. Tasks will be planned to
ensure that everyone can take part safely,
working in small groups and maintaining the
required appropriate social distancing. We will
not be able to offer a sit-down tea in the Church
Hall this year as before but, weather permitting,
we hope to be able to supply a drink and a
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snack in the Rose Garden. If you would like to
join us, please contact Judith Ward on 07530
844362 for more information.
Judith.

NEWS FROM THE TRUST
We have had two pages of relatively good news
in this edition of the newsletter, so I have put
this back to page 3 as it is not such good news.
And once again it is down to the effects of
Covid-19.
Firstly, we were sad to see that Nixons Plant
Hire have seen the need to close their Berwick
branch, which was based here in Spittal. Over
the years, the people in the branch have been
very supportive of our events. So, we say a
belated thanks to them and we hope that they
all will in due course manage to find work
somewhere else. We wish them all well.
Something that is a serious concern to many
groups is that the Berwick Untied Reformed
Church, known more commonly to us all as St
Paul’s Church, has decided that it will not be
reopening. Its last official day as a church is to
be 1st December. This must have been an
exceedingly difficult decision to make for their
congregation. Over the years we have worked
closely with the Elders and the congregation
and they should be commended for the way in
which the Church and Hall have been
maintained.
The Church Hall in particular will be a big loss
as it is used by many groups, such as the Cubs,
Scouts, Brownies, Guides, Zumba to name but
a few, and it will mean that they will have to find
a different venue to hold their respective
meetings. We, Spittal Improvement Trust (SIT)
that is, also use the Church premises for many
of our events as it affords a big enough space,
the Church Hall, to hold those events from
which we make our main income for our
overheads, for instance our public liability and
buildings insurances, garage rent, printing this
newsletter etc.
Every time that consultants come to Berwick to
tell us what they see is best for the Town and
it’s neighbours across this side of the River
Tweed, Tweedmouth and Spittal, they always
state in their reports that, amongst all of the
houses to be built on every bit of open land,
Spittal will get a Community Centre. We do not
need one, we already have one in St Paul’s
Church and its Hall. We have therefore
requested to speak with the Church’s Trustees
to see if there is some way in which St Paul’s
can officially become Spittal’s Community

Centre, a very worthwhile role it has been
playing for several years.
I’ll sneak this item in here, I hope this is not to
be taken as bad news! I put my name forward
to fill the position of one of our two Town
Councillors, after the sad passing of Ivor Dixon.
I have been accepted so I will be carrying out
my duties until the next election in May 2021. If
you wish to contact me on any issue, my mobile
number is 07752 403409 or you can email me
at:
m.greener@berwick-tc.gov.uk
Mike Greener – Secretary SIT

A VIEW FROM
THE PROM
The school holidays are
now over but Spittal is
still getting visitors, who
are obviously here to
enjoy what we wake up to
every morning. However, it was not nice to
wake up one day to see that the shelter along
the Prom had been targeted by Banksy
wannabes. We were not the only area in
Berwick to get targeted by those that thought
that it was ok to defile with what they obviously
thought was art, their kind of art anyway. Street
art has its place, just not our place! It was heart
warming though to see the quick reaction to this
by all those concerned, the County Council and
public alike, that helped to rectify this in such a
short time. Thanks to all.
Beachcomber

DOCK ROAD WINDOW BOARDS
You may have noticed that the building on the
corner of Dock Road and Sandstell Road has
recently been tidied up and the majority of the
windows have had their boards removed, but
four still remain boarded. SIT approached the
owner for permission to cover these with full
sized boards displaying part of Spittal’s history.
He gave this and the boards have now been
installed. This now gives a good impression to
anyone coming into the village from Dock Road.
We would like to thank C & V Developments for
their co-operation in achieving this.

NEWS FROM ST JOHN’S CHURCH
All change at St. John’s, Spittal
Everything has changed. We cannot have big
parties. We cannot give people who do not live
in our household, or are not in our bubble, a
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hug when they are sad, or when we would like
to show we care. Big events have been
cancelled. However, we still look after each
other in Spittal. The gardens and planters still
are the most colourful anywhere. People have
been enjoying the Prom and the beach in
record numbers.
The House for Duty vicar at St. John’s, Diana
Macnaughton, retired on 31. July. She has
moved out of St. John’s vicarage. However,
Spittal cannot shake her off, as she continues to
enjoy worshipping at St. John’s at 9am on a
Sunday.
We are looking forward to the start of the new
ministry of the whole-time minister of
Scremerston, Spittal, and Tweedmouth, this is
Reverend Rachel Hudson, who was licensed on
14th September. Rachel and her husband Chris
will live in the vicarage in Tweedmouth.
Meanwhile, St. John’s continues to serve the
community in Spittal, and we are hoping to
resume children’s activities in September. The
gardens are looking beautiful, which are being
kept tidy by some members of the Spittal
Gardening Group along with church members.
The church gardens are there for all who seek a
quiet walk or a reflective sit down in the peace
garden at the back.
St. John’s is asking for the Spittal community to
help them to raise £20,000 for a new boiler and
efficient heating system. With social distancing
necessary, it will not be possible to worship or
offer activities in the small Mercer’s room in
colder weather. We can no longer procure parts
for the old boiler, and it does not heat the
sanctuary area. That contributes to the paint to
flaking on the East wall. Please could all of you
help so that St. John’s can provide a community
hub?
Finally, Diana would like to say thank you to you
all for your support and friendship.

TWEED ESTUARY
PROTECTION
GROUP (TEPG)
Like many other groups, in the light of COVID
restrictions we have not been holding meetings
so following is an update on just some of the
issues that TEPG have been debating on.
We had hoped to host the ‘Aspects of the
Tweed – A Conversation’ conference this
October but it has had to be re-scheduled for
Monday February 22nd, 2021. The conference,
to be held in The Maltings, will be an
informative event with a wide range of speakers

looking at the management of the river system,
its wildlife, and some specific management
issues.
Commercial harvesting of winkles by hand,
although having gone on for quite a few years
here by a small number of people, continues
unabated but now with numerous hand pickers.
Winkles are a food source for over wintering
and summer birds and in other estuary areas,
that are enforced by the Fisheries and
Conservation Authorities, a six-month summer
ban has been imposed on harvesting.
The Sandstell sand dunes need protection as
they are being degraded by vehicles crossing
the dunes. During the summer caravans as well
as cars have been parking on the dunes, quite
often across the Tweed and Coast Nature Trail.
NCC have considered the options and have
agreed to the installation of wooden posts to
stop traffic crossing and degrading the dunes
further. Limiting access will help protect the
dunes’ flora and fauna.
It has been suggested that an information board
on dolphins and seals be erected at the end of
Berwick pier about these marine mammals that
can be seen from the pier. The board should
also give advice on how to ensure their
protection and emergency contact numbers, it
would be an invaluable resource for both locals
and visitors alike. Given how many people from
all over the country that have lined Berwick pier
this summer to see the dolphins, it would seem
an excellent opportunity to educate the public
and raise awareness of safety issues.
Other issues being discussed by the TEPG is
the issue of the disturbance to wildlife by dogs
not on leads, and the water pollution levels in
the Tweed Estuary. More on these perhaps in a
later issue. You can follow us on TEPG’s
Facebook page or contact us by sending us an
email
to
this
address
tweedestuarypg@hotmail.com.
And finally....
As of September 1st, we are officially now in
Autumn, Meteorological speaking that is. When
we usually speak of the first day of Autumn, we
are referring to the Astronomical Autumn which
for 2020 this begins on 22 September.
Whatever the season, our weather is always a
big talking point amongst us Brits, so here is
something to get your tongue around.
Whether the weather be fine
Or whether the weather be not
Whether the weather be cold
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Or whether the weather be hot
We’ll weather the weather
weather
Whether we like it or not.
SIT Contacts:

whatever

the

Chair: Mau Watkins – 01289 308813
mrswatkins2@hotmail.co.uk
Secretary: Mike Greener – 07752 403409
mike@spittalisgreat.co.uk
Website: www.spittalisgreat.co.uk
Follow us on

Printed in Spittal by
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