
THE POINTTHE POINT       

    A Newsletter produced by Spittal Improvement Trust 
                  Issue 88    November/December 2019 
______________________________________________________________________________________

EDITOR’S NOTES 
If you have any items of interest that you wish 
to share with us please send them in to us at 
newsletter@spittalisgreat.co.uk by the deadline. 
The next issue covers January/February, the 
deadline is Wednesday 11th December. You 
may note that we have changed which two  
months the newsletter covers. Hopefully, this 
will give you all a bit more notice about 
forthcoming events. We will see how it goes. 

NEWS FROM THE TRUST 
Firstly, apologies to anyone that had come to 
the Church Hall in October for the Autumn Fair, 
just to find that it had to be cancelled. We were 
unable to hold the event due to lack of helpers 
and we did not have enough prizes for the 
tombola and raffle. To replace the Autumn Fair, 
Garden House have been kind enough to offer 
to host a Coffee Afternoon. The details for this 
are on the poster below. So, we are now 
looking for raffle and tombola prizes for this 
event and for the Christmas Fair on Saturday 
7th December, details of which also follows. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Before the Christmas Fair though we have our 
first concert of the winter from the Highlights 
Rural Touring Scheme entitled ‘Res Publica’. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The People’s String Foundation are an army of 
bohemians and vagabonds hailing from the 
grass roots of British music culture. Mixing 
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world, classical and urban styles in anarchic 
embroilment, this Cornish band is fronted by the 
virtuoso violinist Ben Sutcliffe, with co-founder 
and composer Zaid Al-Rikabi at the core. Ben 
and Zaid are packing their 32-piece Gypsy 
Orchestra into a suitcase and taking the “Virtual 
Orchestra” on tour as a live duo. This music is 
sure to set your heart racing, get your toes 
tapping and warm the soul. Just what we need 
for these dark winter nights! Details are on the 
poster and at our Facebook page. 

Following the Christmas Fair, we have the first 
of two concerts on the same day! At 3pm on 
14th December, ‘The Berwick Concert Band’ 
will be playing their annual Christmas Concert, 
again details are on the poster, and we can 
expect a delightful afternoon of popular music. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The second of our Highlights winter concerts 
follows at 7:30pm, ‘Celtic Christmas Strings’. 
There’s something magical about harps, and 
particularly at Christmas, though Máire Ní 
Chathasaigh and Chris Newman’s alchemy on 
harp and guitar creates a very special magic at 
all times. Individually famed for originality, 
innovation and virtuosity on their respective 
instruments, together they have created one of 
the most distinctive voices in modern acoustic 
music and brought their unique musical vision 
to venues large and small in twenty-two 
countries on five continents. Their new 
Christmas show features a breath-taking blend 
of traditional Irish music, swing jazz and 
bluegrass, plus festive favourites given a fresh 
voice with arrangements that are intricate, 
inventive, moving and beautiful, and performed 

in their characteristically heart-warming style, a 
spellbinding treat for mid-winter. Details are on 
the poster and at our Facebook page. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
You may be relied to know that’s it for posters! 

Over the past few months we have been taking 
stock of yet another disastrous result for us 
from this year’s Seaside Festival. The weather 
yet again laid waste to the second day and this 
had a significant affect on our ability to break 
even financially, let alone make a profit. 
Funding for the Festival has always been 
largely dependent on grants and donations, and 
without the generous grants from Berwick Town 
Council and the Northern Angel Fund For 
Berwick, which is administered by the 
Community Foundation Tyne & Wear and 
Northumberland, over the past few years, we 
would not have been able to put on the Festival 
at all. The Trust are no longer able to sustain 
the losses that we have been incurring, which 
has not been for every year but enough years to 
be worrying, so we have decided that this year’s 
Festival will be last one for the foreseeable 
future. Some members of the committee are 
looking into an alternative to the Festival, but 
this will take some time to see if this can be 
made viable. We will of course let you know 
what transpires as soon as we can. 

The Festival takes a lot of planning, as do all of 
our events. What is suffering from this, as well 
as our bank balance, is the project works that 
we would like to pursue. As we have stated 
before, we have drifted into being events based 
and this has affected one of our core objectives.                  
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And that is to undertake projects that preserve 
our cultural heritage and/or prevent the loss of 
our current facilities. The most notable example 
of this was the project we undertook to upgrade 
the play area, which was being gradually being 
taken away, piece by piece, by the old Borough 
Council when items of equipment had become 
beyond economic repair. It had been both a part 
of our community for several years, and as a 
facility much enjoyed by us as well as visitors to 
Spittal. On the other hand, our most notable 
failure to date is our inability to get the Fishing 
Shiel project underway.  

This is not for the sake of trying but there not 
being enough time available to devote to it. The 
ability to obtain funding for this project has not 
be easy to come by. Some time ago we had 
been advised that there were some funds 
available to us, but this has recently been 
withdrawn and given to another local project 
due to the length of time that we have been 
taking to take the Fishing Shiel project forward. 
Believe it or not, we have also fallen foul of 
Brexit, I knew I could get that in this issue 
somehow. We had put in an application to a UK 
funder who is supported from money by the 
European Union. 

The Heritage Lottery Fund are also interested in 
the Fishing Shiel project and we have submitted 
an ‘Expression of Interest’ form to them, which 
has been accepted. However, we are now in a 
‘Catch 22’ situation with them whereby we must 
demonstrate to them that we have the rest of 
the project funding in place. Whereas, the other 
potential funders ask for the Heritage Lottery 
funding being in place first before they commit. 
Yes, it is very confusing!  We have given 
ourselves to the end of this year to make some 
progress. And that is fast approaching, so wish 
us luck! 

As we will not be back in touch with you all until 
2020, on behalf of the Trust I would like to take 
this opportunity to thank you all for your support 
during this year. We all hope that you and yours 
enjoy Christmas when it comes and prosperous 
but peaceful, New Year. 

Mike Greener - Secretary  

GARDENING 
GROUP 
We were delighted that 
all the hard work put in by 
the Gardening Group in 
Spittal was rewarded once again when we won 
another Gold medal at the Northumbria in 
Bloom award ceremony in Gateshead, back in 

September. However, there is no  time to rest 
on our laurels as the work carries on as we are 
now planning the Spring planting and there's 
still plenty to do in the flower beds. 
On Saturday 5th October, a volunteer day was 
organised at the Middle Street Rose Garden. 
Thank you to everyone who helped to make the 
day such a success.  A total of seventeen 
gardeners of all ages took part during the day, 
pruning overgrown shrubs, untangling 
brambles,  planting spring bulbs and 
wallflowers, with a further five volunteers 
keeping the gardeners supplied with delicious 
homemade refreshments.   It was a day of hard 
work and good conversation and a great step 
towards restoring this neglected green space, 
making it an asset for the local community once 
again. 

We made a lot of progress but there’s still work 
to do.  We’re planning to finish the clearance 
work over the winter, so we can leave the 
shrubbery undisturbed in the spring bird nesting 
season.  We’ll be planting as well as pruning, 
introducing some new flowering shrubs in the 
areas that have been cleared of brambles and 
adding more spring flowering bulbs to the rose 
garden. We’re planning a half-day session from 
10.00am till 1.00pm on the first Saturday of 
each month, weather permitting, starting on 
November 2nd.  Tea and coffee will be provided 
(and maybe some cake) but not the full lunch 
time spread that was on offer for our full day 
session. Anyone is welcome to turn up and join 
in on the day but if you know already that you 
will be there on November 2nd it would be 
helpful to have an idea of numbers.  Please 
phone 07530 844362, or drop a note in at 88 
Middle Street, if you are coming. 

As we have recruited more volunteers to our 
Gardening Group, we thought it would be a 
good idea to have a little get together of old and 
new members so we can discuss our future 
plans and ideas for Spittal and get to know each 
other.  We might all be working in different 
areas of Spittal and at different times and never 
have the chance to meet up, which would be a 
shame. We would therefore like to invite all 
gardeners and volunteers, old and new, to 
Spittal Bowling Club on Thursday 7th November 
at 7.00pm to have a chat over a cuppa and 
cakes etc, to discuss how we can make  plans 
for the future and to hear of your tips and 
suggestions.  Hope you can make it! 
  
Mau Watkins (07748 076527) 
Sheila Heckels (07500 131786) 

 



 4
 

‘AN ANECDOTAL HISTORY OF 
SPITTAL’ 
Local author George Martin is asking for your 
help. His book of the above title has sold out 
and he is wanting to put out a new edition with 
more info/history in it. He has already received 
quite a few new pictures, which he will be 
including, but if anyone would like him to do 
research in something not already mentioned 
he would be pleased to take it on. You can 
contact George on 01289 308020. Thank you. 

SHOE BOX APPEAL 
Berwick URC (formerly St Paul’s Church) are 
once more collecting for this year’s shoe boxes 
for 'Operation Christmas Child'. People can 
leave any donations in the Aidan Room (front of 
St Paul’s Church) on either Thursday mornings, 
9.30am to 11.30am, or on Sunday mornings, 
10.15am to 12.15pm.  Donations do not need to 
be in completed boxes.  Any hats, scarves and 
gloves, as well as small toys and soft toys  can 
be dropped off.  Donations will be delivered to 
the ‘Operation Christmas Child’ depot in the 
Berwick Baptist Church. 17th November is the 
last date for leaving donations in St Paul’s.  
ST JOHN’S CHURCH 
Cafe Trio at Northern View, formerly the Jubilee 
Centre, is a new venture by the Benefice of 
Scremerston, Spittal & Tweedmouth. We are 
meeting on 4th November between 11:00am to 
2:00pm, with a chance to relax first over coffee/ 
tea and take part in a raffle. Lunch is also 
provided and an activity, this month it’s Bingo. If 
you want more information, or need a lift, 
contact Mary on 07584676525. 
On 13th November we are having a ‘Christmas 
Shopping Night’ from 6pm to 8pm with craft and 
charity stalls, tea/coffee and cake. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

DIARY DATES: 
November 1st - There will be a Light Party for 
children in St Paul’s Church Hall from 5pm to 
7pm – an antidote to Halloween! 

November 10th – Remembrance Day Service 
at Spittal War Memorial at 12.45pm. 

Christmas activities: 
Berwick URC (St Paul’s Church): 
December 22nd - Carol Service at 11am. 
December 25th – No Christmas day service. 
December 29th – 11am service led by Revd. 
Mary Taylor. 

St John’s Church: 
December 22nd - 6pm Christmas Carol service 
December 24th - 3pm ‘Instant Nativity All Age’ 
service to welcome Christmas from the 
donkey's point of view. 
December 25th - 9am Christmas Holy  
Communion. 
December 29th - 10:30am Joint Christmas 
Praise service "2020 Vision". 

CALENDARS 

Our calendars for 2020 are currently at the 
printers and will be available in the Spittal and 
Highcliffe shops, as well as Grieves the 
stationers in Berwick, soon so please watch out 
for these. 

And finally....  
Just before Christmas Eve, an honest politician, 
a generous lawyer and Santa Claus all got into 
the lift at the Ritz Hotel in London.  As the lift 
travelled from the 5th floor down to the ground 
level, one-by-one they noticed a £50 note lying 
on the lift's floor. 

Which one picked up the £50 note, and handed 
it in at reception? 

Santa of course, the other two don't actually 
exist!      Ho ho ho! 
 

SIT Contacts: 
Chair: Mau Watkins – 01289 308813  
                                      mrswatkins2@hotmail.co.uk 
Secretary: Mike Greener – 07752 403409                   
                                          mike@spittalisgreat.co.uk  
Website: www.spittalisgreat.co.uk 
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