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EDITORIAL 

Deadline for the next issue, which covers 
August/September, is Wednesday 18th July. 
 

NEWS FROM THE TRUST 

This year’s Spittal Gala will be held on Sunday 
10th June, full details are on the poster on the 
back page. 

 

 

 

The Gala, as we know it, is in fact a relatively 
recent reincarnation of a previous event that 
used to take place here in Spittal in September. 
The following is an article taken from the 
Berwickshire News of nearly 70 years ago, on 
Tuesday September 14th 1948. Some of the 
names might be familiar to you. 

SPITTAL KING 

                  CROWNED   

       Rain mars old 

    Custom 

Despite heavy rain during the afternoon, Spittal 

Feast Sports Committee carried through with 

the crowning of the Spittal King and fancy dress 

carnival on Thursday evening. The judging of 

the fancy dress was held in the Venetian 

Pavilion. 

The King, Mr James Scott, was crowned by Mrs 

W. B. Dickinson (Ann Hepple, the famous 

novelist), of Spittal. Present at the ceremony 

was Miss Maise Telfer, the Tweedmouth Salmon 

Queen, with her attendants, Misses Betty Dixon 

and Margaret Ashman. After the ceremony the 

Queen and her attendants were introduced to 

the newly crowned King and took part in the 

parade around Spittal, Tweedmouth and 

Berwick. 

Although not many as there might have been 

had the weather been better, there was a large 

turn-out of children and a small number of 

adults, in the fancy dress parade. In the light 

and heavy vehicles section there were 10 

tableaux. 

Judges were Mrs M. F. Wilkinson, Mr and Mrs 

J. Moffat, Mrs G. Little, Mr A. Bruce and Mrs 

W. Pagan. Vehicles – Mr and Mrs A. M. 

Hardacre, Mr G. Little and Mr J. Edminson. 

Introducuing Mrs Dickinson, Mrs Wilkinson 

said that the ceremony had become a very 

popular annual ceremony and she hoped it 

would be for many years to come. Amongst them 

in Spittal there was a very well known lady, and 

authoress, Ann Hepple, and she had come to 

perform the crowning ceremony. 

ANCIENT CUSTOM 

Before crowning the new “King”, Mrs 

Dickinson explained that the crowning of a new 

King was no newly formed creation, but was the 

continuation of a custom that went back some 

thousand years, right into pre-historic times. 

When the time of the ceremony came around, a 

beautiful youth was chosen then to be the King 

for the day and offered as a sacrifice to the 

gods, to ensure a plentiful harvest of corn and 

fish. At the end of the ceremonies he was either 

burnt on a pile, or thrown into the sea to drown. 

“There is an old saying, ‘Custom must be 

indulged with custom or custom will weep’ 

While we of Spittal are great upholders of 

custom we don’t go as far as that,” continued 

Mrs Dickinson.  

They had however, returned to the ancient 

practice of choosing a young man to be King of 

the festival. Spittal was almost unique in having 

kept this part of England’s history alive year 

after year from the dim mists of antiquity, and 

this ceremony was probably the oldest existing 

in Britain. 

Up till a few years ago, she continued, the King 

was actually thrown into the sea after his 

procession round the town but the last time this 

occurred the King was almost drowned. He was 

rescued but suffered a much less heroic end by 

being ‘had up’ for creating a breach of the 

peace and acting in a disorderly manner. 
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Those ‘wild doings’ were now past and gone but 

they still crowned their King, as had been done 

for a thousand years, and took him in 

procession through the town. Mrs Dickinson 

then crowned the King and wished him a 

prosperous reign, thrusting that the year would 

bring in laden nets from the sea and full carts 

from the cornfields. 

(Editor’s note:- Just to reassure the parents of 
this year’s Gala Queen, we no longer carry out 
the sacrificing mentioned in this article or 
throwing her into the sea!) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 1954 Spittal Salmon King and Queen 
with Robin Hood from the Carnival. 

GARDENING GROUP NEWS  
If you watched any of the 15 episodes of 
"Britain in Bloom" on  TV recently you will know 
how much hard work, by all the groups taking 
part up and down the county, goes into 
preparation for the judging day. Our judging will 
be on July 18th so the group will be out in force 
over the next few weeks. Spittal is once again 
being judged as a ‘Special’ which means that 
we will be judged separately from Berwick in 
this year’s ‘Northumbria in Bloom’ competition. 
Last year we attained a ‘Silver Gilt’ award, so 
let's" GO FOR GOLD" this year. There is still 
much work to be done in the Park and along 
Main Street before July. However, we were all 
saddened last Sunday to hear that a man was 
seen stealing plants from the Park. The police 
have been informed and hopefully it won't 
happen again. A great deal of money has been 
spent by the Gardening Group, both buying 

bulbs and plants, and it is so upsetting that 
someone could do this. 

  

As you can see from the poster above 
‘Afternoon Tea in the Park’ will be taking 
place again on Sunday July 15th and we are 
hoping for a gorgeous day again. If the weather 
lets us down the event will be held in St Paul’s 
Church Hall on Middle Street. There will be the 
usual stalls, a tombola, a raffle and, of course, 
teas, coffee and cakes. Rosita and her daughter 
and the Tinkers will be playing throughout the 
afternoon.   

Please remember that this year we are running 
the doorstep floral competition, which will be 
judged after the ‘In Bloom’ judging. It would be 
a great advantage to our result if the streets 
were decked with lovely hanging baskets and 
planters. Also a reminder about the ‘Nostalgic 
Recipes from Spittal’ book that is, rather 
appropriately, selling like hot cakes, which is 
now in its second print run!  

We are very grateful to everyone who helps 
whether it is by donating plants, and manure, 
prizes and money. We have erected some bird 
boxes in the park which were constructed and 
donated by a local gentleman. Thank you all. 
Look out for the wheelbarrow and the watering 
bowser over the next few weeks. The gardeners 
won't be far away. For any queries contact Mau 
(07748 076527), Sheila (01289 331994) or any 
of the group.  
Mau Watkins 
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A VIEW FROM 
THE PROM 

The mystery of the nice new 
yellow barrier put up across 
the road leading to the car 
park on Spittal Point has 
now been solved. It seems 

that it was put up by the County Council’s 
Highways Development Department, apparently 
this was unknown to the rest of the County’s 
departments! 

After weeks of topsy-turvy weather in the UK, 
many of you will be glad to know summer isn't 
too far away. However, the actual start date is 
subject to conjecture and there are two dates 
for the start of summer. Something just tells you 
that politicians must have been involved in this. 
No so. 

The reason why there are two different dates for 
when summer starts is, and thankfully it has 
nothing to do with politicians, is because there 
are two different ways of measuring seasons, 
which are classed as either meteorological or 
astronomical. 

In the world of meteorology, summer takes 
place at the very beginning of June and ends in 
August. However, that isn't the only way that 
the seasons are measured. The summer 
solstice is also set to take place in June, 
according to the astronomical calendar, due to 
the tilt of the Earth in relation to the Sun, but 
don’t worry you won’t feel a thing! During this 
time, Brits up and down the country will be able 
to enjoy the most daylight of the calendar 
year when the sun reaches its highest point in 
the sky around noon. Following this calendar, 
summer begins in the middle of June, usually 
either the 21st or 22nd, and ends in September. 
That’s only true of course for us who live in the 
Northern Hemisphere. Those poor souls that 
live in the Southern Hemisphere have their 
summer solstice on 21st December. You’ve all 
seen them on the telly celebrating this annually 
by having their roast turkey on the beach with 
not a snow flake in sight.  

Judging by the recent weather summer must 
have come early this year, like the beginning of 
May. So don’t be surprised if you see flocks of 
birds heading south again someday soon! 

Beachcomber 

 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

All of the following events are being held in 
St Paul’s Church Hall, Middle Street. 

June 2nd – The Red Balloon Pre-School 
Group will be holding their ‘Annual Coffee 
Morning’ between 9:30 to 11:30am. Entry for 
Adults is £1, children are free, and this includes 
refreshments. Enjoy various stalls including a 
toy stall, raffle, tombola, bake sale and many 
more. All funds are going to the Pre-School. 

June 14th – Berwick Art Group’s meeting will 
be having a “Painting Skies in Oils" session 
with Roderick Henriques. For this please bring 
oils if you have them, brushes, suitable canvas 
or board and some photographs of sky. There is 
a £4 entry fee for non-members. For further 
future events, please contact them through their 
website at: www.berwickartgroup.co.uk. 

June 30th – A coffee morning is being held from 
10am to 12noon by Julie Newton who will be 
running in the Great North Run in Newcastle on 
Sunday 9th September. This is a half marathon, 
which is 13.1 miles to be exact, and Julie is 
doing it in aid of prostate cancer.  

And finally....  

If you have picked up a speeding ticket recently 
then you may find this amusing! 

A police officer found a perfect hiding place for 
watching for speeding motorists. One day, the 
officer was amazed when everyone was under 
the speed limit, so he investigated and found 
the problem. 

A 10 years old boy was standing on the side of 
the road with a huge hand painted sign which 
said “Radar Trap Ahead.” 

A little more investigative work led the officer to 
the boy’s accomplice: another boy about 100 
yards beyond the radar trap with a sign reading 
“TIPS” and a bucket at his feet full of change!!. 

They were obviously budding entrepreneurs so 
I wonder what the boys are doing now. 
 

SIT Contacts: 
Chair: Mau Watkins – 01289 308813  
                                      mrswatkins2@hotmail.co.uk 
Secretary: Mike Greener – 07752 403409                   
                                          mike@spittalisgreat.co.uk  
Website: www.spittalisgreat.co.uk 

Follow us on 
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